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AN INVESTIGATION INTO COVERAGE OF WOMEN’S SPORT ON THE BBC SPORT WEBSITE

A review of stories from 25 February to 10 March 2004

1.
INTRODUCTION

As part of its ongoing Campaign for Coverage, aimed at highlighting the massive disparity that exists between media coverage of men's and women’s sport, the Women’s Sports Foundation wanted to establish how much space the BBC devoted to coverage of women's sport on its main sports website. Earlier investigations by the charity have revealed only 5% of all media coverage focuses on women’s sport.

The BBC was an enthusiastic participant at the WSF Campaign for Coverage launch back in November 2003. Indeed, at that event, Bob Shennan, [insert job title] said the statistics released by the charity as to the poor coverage of women's sport were “pretty scary and damning” and that he would be interested to know “how we are doing if we did our own audit.”

This informal report reviews coverage on the flagship BBC sport website during a two week period and aims not only to give the raw data about number of women’s stories, but to also make observations and recommendations as to how women’s sport could be given greater priority.

2. 
METHODOLOGY

The BBC sports website was checked each day, at roughly the same time, to log how many stories appeared on women’s sport. The same sections were checked each day – the Front Page, Football, Golf, Athletics, Cricket, Cycling, Swimming, the Academy section and Pictures of the Day. Rather than work out complicated percentages of number of women’s versus men’s stories per page – often the figures would have been so small to be meaningless – a simple totting up method was used to log number of stories that featured women on each of the sections detailed above. It is acknowledged that a website, by its very nature, is constantly updated and thus we are only able to base our findings on the snapshot provided during each log-on. 

3.
KEY FINDINGS

· Of the 42 lead stories that appeared on the main front page over the 14-day period, only one featured news of women’s sport, and even that was as part of a general round up of news from the World Indoor Athletics Championships.

· None of the 42 lead football stores over the fortnight were about women's football.

· Only golf and athletics regularly featured women in their lead stories on the respective home pages -17 leads on athletics and 10 on golf. 

· Only one of 42 possible lead cricket stories featured women – the ODI victory against South Africa warranted a lead on 29 February.

· The women’s football section is only updated once a week – usually after the premiership games on a Sunday afternoon – this compares to almost hourly updates on the men’s games.

· The section devoted to women’s cricket – commendable while it lasted - was axed as soon as the tour to South Africa was finished on 3 March.

· Pictures of women were far more likely to be used to illustrate the fun and games (i.e. less serious reporting) sections that appeared on the website. Even Dot Cotton appeared to illustrate a feature about free laundry facilities being offered to men’s amateur football teams!

· When British women were featured it tended to be the usual suspects - Paula Radcliffe, Kelly Holmes, Laura Davies. 

· Where specific women’s sections do appear e.g. football and cricket– it is more often than not at the bottom of a long list of links to the men’s game e.g. women’s football is 21st and right at the bottom of the menu on the main football page, coming below sections on men’s non league football, other European team reports, Irish, Welsh, Scottish and African football sections.

· Similarly with cricket, the women’s section is right at the end with England men in West Indies, Sri Lanka v Australia, Zimbabwe v Bangladesh, County Cricket, England A in India, Under 19 World Cup, and S Africa in New Zealand taking priority. Even before the West Indies tour had started this was given top billing despite the fact the women cricketers were finding a deal of success during their tour.

· The only sections that have specific women’s sections are football, golf, cricket and tennis.

· Women were more likely to feature in academy sections or in specific one off features than in news stories.

4. 
OBSERVATIONS

In the main, this informal analysis revealed a general lack of coverage of women’s sport. Where it did appear it was often hidden away at the bottom of pages, after various obscure men’s sections, or needed several clicks to reach. And women were more likely to appear in features or academy master class sections than as current news items.

Main Front Page

As noted above, only one lead story throughout the period featured women’s sport. The news update “ticker” was similarly short of women’s stories. Three or four latest news items were usually featured on the ticker during the course of one log on – only six featured women’s sport – three overseas tennis players, one about an Austrian skier, and two about British athletes Kelley Holmes and Hayley Tullet giving real time info about their performances at the world indoor athletics champs.

Football

Updating of the women’s premiership table, results and fixtures was good, albeit reports on the men’s games appear within minutes of the final whistle – on the first weekend of this review the report on the premiership games was snot posted until 6.56pm. Similarly, even Division 2 and 3 and Conference sides on the men’s section had about three or four new stories coming up each day; the women’s section was only updated once a week and even then, the round up of premiership games all appeared on the same page. There was no separate page for each game or team.

One positive sign was that on the first weekend, when all the premiership games were cancelled due to the weather, a brief story about the top fixture in the women’s Southern league was included – something being better than nothing! There also seems to be a regular reporter covering women’s football so hopefully he would be something of an expert.

Golf

Coverage of women's golf was quite good, although Anika Sorenstam was still featured most frequently. Laura Davies got a fair crack of the whip due to her victory in the Australian Open. However, links to the women’s tour rankings and tour guide from the main golf homepage appeared 8th and 9th in a list of 9 options.

Athletics

Coverage of women athletes was good – albeit tended to be the usual suspects like Paula Radcliffe and Kelly Holmes that featured most often. Apart from these two, who often had whole stories devoted to their exploits, the majority of other women's athletes had to make do with snippets as part of a general round up of athletics news, whereas even relatively “unknown” men were given a whole page.

Cricket

Although it appeared as a lead story on the cricket home page, one might have thought the England team winning the one day series again South Africa would have been worthy of a front page lead story. It would be hard to imagine a one day win by the men’s team on the current West Indies tour being limited to the cricket Front Page only.

On the pages devoted to the men's tour of West Indies, there were reviews of the grounds being used, player profiles etc – this did not appear for the women’s tour of South Africa – albeit news from the tour is included in the archive section even though the specific women’s section disappeared as soon as the tour was finished. From that point on only one story about women’s cricket appeared on the main cricket page – about Charlotte Edwards coaching Essex girls.

Cycling

Not surprisingly, with Nicole Cooke labelled as one of our gold medallist hopes at the Olympics, there was some news of her on the cycling home page. However, this amounted to one story that was posted on 9 February - seventh in a list of 12 stories - and was still the only women’s cycling story on the page at the end of the analysis period.

A feature on mountain biker Tracey Mosley also remained for the duration of the analysis.

Swimming

Coverage of swimming was very poor, both for men and women – in fact the dedicated swimming section disappeared from the "Other Sport" home page all together on 7 March.

Academy

There was good use of girls and women – both in visuals and text – to illustrate opportunities for youngsters in various sports including cricket, rugby and rugby league, which in days gone by would probably have been subject to gender stereotyping. There was also a good mix of boys and girls e-mails appearing in "ask the coach" sections – even when it was mainly male dominated sports like football.

There was also good listing of women’s sports development officers when a sport was featured in the academy section.
Pictures

Of the 14 “pictures of the day" sections reviewed, women featured just nine times – an average of 5 to 6 pics were posted each day. None of the pictures featured British sportswomen and tended to be of pretty, blonde tennis players or athletes.

5.
RECOMMENDATIONS

· Continue to use visuals of girls/women in academy features that are based on finding out information about local opportunities, coaches, clubs etc across various sports events.

· Particularly in football, merge the women’s and men’s reporting where equivalent competitions are being covered e.g. have all the news about the FA Cup games – both men’s and women’s in one section – ditto the Premiership.

· Try not to let the reporting stop with an event finishing – encourage follow up reports on personalities, ongoing analysis of performance and reflection for women events in same way as stories continue to be posted about a men’s event for several days following the end of the competition. For example, after a Tiger Woods win, new stories appear for a few days after the event – as soon as the Australian Open was finished all reporting of Laura Davies’ win stopped.

· Where fixtures, results and tables are posted in football section, amalgamate women fixtures too – i.e. when premiership fixtures are listed include women’s premiership fixtures too, ditto FA Cup fixtures and results. Currently only way to access women’s results etc is via the women’s section.

· Add a specific women's section on the athletics page.

· In general terms, increase the amount of women’s sport coverage compared to the space given to men’s sport.

· When a British women’s team or individual has a good result, consider using it as lead on the main BBC Sport front page in addition to it being a lead story on the respective front page of that sport.

APPENDIX ONE

The following table provides a more in-depth analysis of women’s sports coverage between 25.2.04 and 10.3.04 inclusive.

	Date
	Front Page
	Football
	Golf
	Athletics
	Cricket
	Cycling
	Swimming
	Academy
	Pic of  the Day

	25.2.04
	· 0 lead stories

· 1 latest news
	· 0 lead stories

· Women’s section last updated on 22 February.

· But league table, results and fixtures all current
	· 1 lead story (Sorenstam)

· Women’s rankings last updated 23 February

· Women’s tour news last updated 29 January
	· 0 leads

· Link to a Kelly Holmes masterclass

· Denise Lewis heptathlon challenge in fun and games section

· Latest news stores date back to 24, 22 and 18 February


	· 0 leads

· Women’s section has links to list of fixtures and archived match reports and scorecards from current tour


	· 0 leads

· Nicole Cooke story still available after first posted on 9 February

· Link from cycling front page to feature on mountain biker Tracey Mosely
	· 0 leads
	· Not checked today 
	· 0 of 5 pics

	26.2.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· I link to golf news re Laura Davies

· 2 links to athletics news re Radcliffe and Szabo

· One link to tennis news re Venus Williams
	· 0 leads

· Women’s section not updated since 22 February
	· 1 of 3 leads re Laura Davies

· Four women’s stories in main news section of golf home page
	· 2 of 3 leads re Radcliffe and Szabo

· News of Irish women’s cross country team selection covered as part of one new news story
	· 0 leads

· No new stories in women’s section


	· 0 leads

· 0 new women's stories even though page updated at 15.58 today
	· 0 new stories
	· Not checked today
	· 0 of 5 pics

	27.2.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 link re woman golfer

· 1 link re female tennis player

· 2 links to female athletes news
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 1 lead featuring female golfer

· Academy feature on Nicky Lawrenson trailed don golf home page

· No new stories in women’s section
	· 2 of 3 leads re Kelly Holmes and women as part of general athletics round up

· Link to Kelly Holmes masterclass
	· 0 leads

· 1 new story in women’s section re 4th ODI washed out by rain
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 0 new stories, men or women
	· Pic of female swimmer used to highlight one of 10 sections on Academy front page
	· 0 of 5 pics

	Date
	Front Page
	Football
	Golf
	Athletics
	Cricket
	Cycling
	Swimming
	Academy
	Pic of  the Day

	28.2.04
	· 0 leads

· 1 latest news re tennis

· 1 link in golf section re Annika Sorenstam
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items in women’s section 

· Page last updated 22.2.04


	· 1 lead re Anika Sorenstam

· 0 new stories
	· 2 of 3 leads, albeit same stories as yesterday

· 0 new stories
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women stories
	· 0 leads

· 0 news items
	· 0 leads

· 0 news items, men or women’s
	· 2 of 10 academy sections illustrated by pics of women/girls
	· 1 of 5 pics – NZ pole vaulter

	29.2.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 link to skiing section

· 1 link to golf home page
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items in women's section

· Premiership table up to date

· Fixtures page left blank 


	· 1 lead re Anika Sorenstam

· 0 new stories

· LPGA tour page updated today


	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 1 lead – England win ODI series

· Links to all previous women’s stories from this new item available
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items
	· 1 of 10 academy sections featured girls playing rugby league – included details of local clubs girls could contact
	· 1 0f 8 pics – same NZ pole vaulter as yesterday

	1.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 link to athletics section


	· 0 leads

· Women’s section finally updated at 18.56 yesterday

· 1 round up story of weekend action

· Fixtures page still not updated

· Premiership table updated as at today’s date
	· 1 lead – same Sorenstam story as yesterday

· 0 new stories in women’s section
	· 2 of 3 leads – Paula Radcliffe and Jo Pavey news items

· I link to a Paula Radcliffe academy masterclass with pic of her

· 0 new stories
	· 0 leads

· 1 new story re 5th ODI result


	· 0 leads

· Page not updated since 28.2.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items – men or women
	· 3 of 10 academy sections illustrated by pic of females


	· 1 of 5 pics – female skier

	2.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 0 links to women’s news in any other sections
	· 0 leads

· 0 new stories in women's sections
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories – page not updated since 29.2.04
	· 1 lead re Swedish high jumper

· 1 of 3 features re Ashia Hansen
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 0 leads

· Page not updated since 28.2.04
	· 0 new stories – men or women
	· 3 of 10 academy sections illustrated by pic of females

· Girl used to illustrate section about getting involved in cricket
	· 0 of 5 pics

	Date
	Front Page
	Football
	Golf
	Athletics
	Cricket
	Cycling
	Swimming
	Academy
	Pic of  the Day

	3.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 tennis link

· 0 other women's links
	· 0 leads

· Women's page not updated since 29.2.04


	· 0 leads

· 1 new story re Scottish golfer

· Feature from 11.2.04 re women appearing in men’s tournaments re-posted on back of story about transsexual golfer playing on women’s tour
	· 0 leads

· Link to academy section about Jade Johnson

· 2 of 3 features – same Ashia Hansen as yesterday plus new one about Kelly Holmes

· 0 other new items
	· 0 leads

· Women’s section disappeared now SA tour finished
	· 0 leads

· 0 new stories

· Page not updated since 28.2.04
	· 0 new stories – men or women’s
	· 1 of 10 academy sections illustrated by female pic
	· 0 of 5 pics

	4.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 athletics link re medal prospects at World Indoors

· 1 tennis link re Capriati
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items

· Women’s section not updated since 29.2.04
	· 1 lead re Australian Open leader board

· 0 other new items
	· 1 lead re medal prospects at world indoors

· 2 of 3 features re Denise Lewis’ coach and same Kelly Holmes feature as yesterday

· 0 new items
	· 0 leads

· Still no women’s section

· New Feature at bottom of page about Claire Taylor on SA tour
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items

· Page updated today
	· 0 new stories – men or women’s
	· 2 of 10 academy sections illustrated by females

· 1 about girls getting involved in rugby union with a link to a feature about Shelley Rae – labelled the female Johnny Wilkinson
	· 1 0f 5 pics – Capriati

	5.3.04
	· 1 lead – women’s results covered as part of overall round up of world indoor champs

· 1 latest news re women’s tennis

· 1 tennis link

· 1 athletics link re Paula Radcliffe


	· 0 leads

· Women’s section not updated since 29.2.04

· Result from game last night listed

· Fixtures for 7 March now listed
	· 0 leads

· Link to academy feature on Nicky Lawrenson

· 1 new item re Laura Davies at Australian Open
	· 1 lead – part of general round up from World Indoor Champs

· 1 of 3 features – same Kelly Holmes as yesterday

· 0 specific new items on women from indoor champs


	· 0 leads

· Still no women's section
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women's items

· Page updated today
	· 0 new stories – men or women
	· 1 of 10 academy sections has female pic – section about women’s basketball in Wales
	· 1 0f 5 pics – golfer at Australian Open

	Date
	Front Page
	Football
	Golf
	Athletics
	Cricket
	Cycling
	Swimming
	Academy
	Pic of  the Day

	6.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 1 latest news re Kelly Holmes

· 1 link to athletics re Holmes

· 1 golf link re Laura Davies

· 2 tennis links
	· 0 leads

· Women’s section not updated since 29.2.04
	· 1 lead – Laura Davies at Australian Open

· 0 other women's items
	· 1 lead – Kelly Holmes falls in final

· 1 general round up story

· 1 link to academy feature on Ashia Hansen, albeit same feature as appeared before

· 1 of 3 features, same Kelly Holmes as previously

· 0 other women specific stories
	· 0 leads

· Still no women’s section
	· 0 leads

· 0 new stories 
	· 0 new stories men or women
	· 0 of 10 academy sections feature women or girls
	· 0 of 5 pics

	7.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 1 latest news re Hayley Tullett

· 1 athletics link re Tullett

· 1 link to general indoor athletics round up

· 1 golf link re Davies
	· 0 leads

· 0 new stories

· Women’s section not updated since 29.2.04
	· 1 lead re Laura Davies at Australian Open
	· 1 lead re Hayley Tullett

· Women feature in one general news round up

· 1 new story re cross country trials
	· 0 leads

· Still no women’s section
	· 0 leads

· 0 new stories
	· Swimming section removed all together


	· 0 of 10 academy sections feature women or girls
	· 1 of 5 pics – Swedish long jumper (taking vest off!)

	8.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 athletics link re Kelly Holmes

· 1 tennis link re Capriati

· 1 golf link re Laura Davies
	· 0 leads

· Page updated 17.51 on 7 March with premier league round up story

· Results page lists all results from matches on 7.3.04

· Premiership table updated to reflect these results

· No new fixtures listed


	· 1 lead re Laura Davies wins Australian Open 

· Women’s section not updated since yesterday
	· 2 leads re Kelly Holmes and Jo Fenn winning bronze medal

· Women featured in various round up sections from world indoor champs
	· 0 leads

· Still no women’s section
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s story 

· Only women’s story is one month old re Nicole Cooke from 9.2.04
	· 0 new stories men or women’s
	· 2 of 10 academy sections used female pics
	· 1 of 5 pics – Czech tennis player

	Date
	Front Page
	Football
	Golf
	Athletics
	Cricket
	Cycling
	Swimming
	Academy
	Pic of  the Day

	9 .3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 latest news

· 1 swimming link re Katy Sexton as an Olympic hopeful

· 1 athletics link re Paula Radcliffe and women’s cross country team
	· 0 leads

· 0 new stories

· Women’s section not updated since 7.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 2 of 3 leads re Paula Radcliffe and same Kelly Holmes story as yesterday

· Woman shot putter used to trail academy feature

· 0 other new women's items
	· 0 leads

· 1 story in general news section about England star Charlotte Edwards coaching Essex Girls

· Still no dedicated women’s section
	· 0 leads

· 0 new items

· Page updated today 
	· 1 lead re Katy Sexton on “Other Sport” front page

· 0 new swimming stories
	· 1 of 10 academy sections uses girl to illustrate item about opportunities in cricket
	· 1 of 6 pics – German tennis player

	10.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 1 latest news re Austrian skier

· 2 links to skiing page


	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories

· Page not updated since 7.3.04
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women's stories
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 0 leads

· Still no women's section
	· 0 leads

· 0 new women’s stories
	· 0 new stories men or women
	· 2 of 10 academy sections use female pics – one section re women’s netball, one re club golf in Scotland
	· 1 of 5 pics – Czech tennis player


All research carried out by The Project Store. 
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