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This survey is the third edition of the European survey 
made in 1993 and 1995 by Kari FASTING ;

The essential objectives were:

to show the progress done in the last ten years;

to give an overview of the actions implemented by 
the European sports organisations and bodies at 
non-governmental and governmental level, in 2004.

In order to make possible the comparison between 
the two surveys, the questionnaire used in 2004 is very 
close to the last one used in 1995:
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This presentation will show successively:

some statistics concerning the place of women in 
sport in different roles  and the barriers that limit 
women’s access to sport’s federation;

the actions implemented by the European 
countries to increase the place of the women in 
sport;

Finally, I will conclude by:

summarising the progress done during the last ten 
years:

suggesting an evolution of the next questionnaire.
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Countries that participated at least in one survey

1995 and 2004 only in 2004  only in 1995

Austria Bielorussia Albania
Cyprus Croatia Armenia

Czech Republic France Hungry
Denmark Ireland Slovenia
Finland Malta

Germany Turkey
Great Britain

Greece
Iceland
Israel
Italy

Netherlands
Norway
Sweden

Switzerland
Lithuania
Slovakia
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Percentage of female members 
in all sport organizations by country.

Percentage of female 
members < 10 % 10 - 20 % 20 - 30 % 30 - 40 % 40 - 50 % > 50 %

Greece Croatia Israel Germany Austria Ireland
Portugal Cyprus Italy Bielorrussia Netherlands
Spain Turkey Malta Denmark Slovakia

Czech Rep. Finland
France

Great Britain
Iceland

Lithuania
Norway
Poland
Sweden

Swirzerland
Number of countries 3 3 4 12 1 3

% of countries 12% 12% 15% 46% 4% 12%

Countries
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Evolution of percentage of female members in seven countries.

Sweden

Greece

Germany

Austria

Finland

Netherlands

Slovakia

2004
1995

< 10 %                        10-20 %                     20-30 %                    30-40 %                          40-50 %                         > 50 % 

Middle class 30-40 %
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The most popular sport in European countries in 1995 and 2004

Gymnastics is mentioned by 18 countries in 2004 (13 in 
1995) among the three most important sports for women
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Evolution from 1995 to 2004 of the percentage of female 
executive board members in five sports

90%

50%

10%

Handball Swimming Soccer Gymnastics Tennis

1995
2004

17 Countries that answered in 1995 and 2004
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Classification of the 10 countries according to the percentage of female 
executive board members in five sports

Rank Country Handball Swiming Soccer Gymnastics Tennis Average Percentage

1 Norway 44% 40% 38% 57% 28% 41%

2 Sweden 29% 33% 13% 55% 29% 32%

3 Finland 14% 11% 10% 89% 22% 29%

4 France 33% 41% 2% 28% 8% 22%

5 Switzerland 0% 33% 0% 45% 22% 20%

6 Iceland 14% 44% 11% 20% 0% 18%

7 Ireland 10% 15% 1% 40% 20% 17%

7 Bielorussia 0% 28% 0% 46% 10% 17%

9 Austria 0% 23% 0% 28% 17% 14%

10 Croatia 0% 0% 0% 31% 8% 8%

In 2004, the podium is Norway, Sweden, Finland
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Barriers in sport’s access for women - 2004
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Barriers to access to decision-making positions - 2004
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22 countries among 26 have a women ’s committee in 2004
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Women ’s committee -Year of creation

2000 - 2004
41%

Before 1990
5%

1990 - 1994
27%

1995 - 1999
27%

Nearly, 50% of women ’s committees were created during the 
last five years
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Actions taken to increase the proportion of women in 
decision-making position and women coaches
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In 2004, 13 countries implemented courses to increase the 
number  of women in decision-making positions.
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Classification of the countries  according to their 
implication in women and sport actions

Country 1995 2004

Score Rank Score Rank
Lithuania 7 7 10 1
Great Britain 9 2 9 2
Norway 9 2 9 2
Sweden 8 4 9 2
Iceland 7 7 9 2
Cyprus 6 10 9 2
Finland 5 13 9 2
Greece 6 10 8 8
Netherlands 10 1 8 8
Israel 8 4 7 10
Czech Republic 5 13 6 11
Austria 5 13 6 11
Germany 8 4 5 13
Switzerland 6 10 5 13
Denmark 7 7 4 15
Slovakia 4 16 3 16
Italy 4 16 1 17

- In 2004, countries the most 
active are Lithuania, Great 
Britain and Norway

- In 1995, they were 
Netherlands, Norway, Great 
Britain

- the best evolution: Finland 
followed by Lithuania and 
Cyprus

- the biggest slowing down: 
Germany, Denmark and Italy
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Country 2004

Score Rank
France 8 1
Malta 7 2
Turkey 7 2
Bielorussia 6 4
Croatia 4 5
Ireland 2 6

Classification of the new countries  according to their 
implication in women and sport actions
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Conclusion and prospective

- A lot of progress was accomplished in 10 years

- A lot of work still has to be done, especially to 
increase the proportion of women in decision-
making position and in some roles as coaches, 
referees…

- For a future survey, it could be interesting to have 
some statistics, in the same five federations 
concerning the proportion of women members, 
executive board members, coaches and referees


